


Developing Destination Sites along the River Colne 

Our aim is to promote and develop the 
River Colne and the waterways along 
the Colne Valley as a community asset; 
for amenity, recreation, wildlife, and as 
an educational resource. With the river 
now much cleaner, wildlife is respond-
ing and taking up residence.   Public 
access is key to reclaiming the river for 
people and a focus of our work is cre-
ating safe, accessible and attractive 
green spaces by the river. A go-to des-
tination for all to relax, learn and enjoy 
the river  environment — our 
‘Destination Sites’. 

Dipper Ron Egon 

Brown Trout Wild Trout Trust 
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Being close to Huddersfield town centre this 
was an ideal site for developing better pub-
lic access for amenity use. By creating more 
attractive, branded and recognisable gate-
ways, this project helped define Snow Is-
land and Kingsbridge as a major part of the 
Greenstreams network of open spaces and 
access routes.  

The erection of a map board showing foot-
paths, cycle routes and sites along the val-
ley, helps raise awareness of the wider 
Greenstreams network, and direction sign-
age helps those exploring the local area. 
Access to Snow   Island for wheelchair users 
is now possible and a wheelchair accessible 
picnic table and seating has been installed.  

Bat and bird boxes were also erected and 
an area of invasive buddleia cleared, along 
with the planting of wildflower plugs to  cre-
ate a wildflower meadow.   

The illegal parking of vehicles in the main 
gateway has been eliminated with signage 
and the adaptation of a barrier. 

Snow Island and Kingsbridge  

Snow Island Kingsmill Lane gateway before 

Snow Island University gateway before 

The new Kingsmill Lane gateway  

The new University 

gateway 
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Snow Island and Kingsbridge  

Kingsbridge: gateway before 

Snow Island meadow 
The meadow area before clearance 

Kingsbridge gateway  
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We wanted to create another go-to destination 
for local communities to enjoy the river. The 
main element of the project was to create a 
safe, improved access route down to the water 
from the main footpath. The old route was dan-
gerous and the project involved the installation 
of several banks of steps, installation of railings 
and surface matting for resilience. Recycled plas-
tic was used for all steps and matting. As well as 
requiring many hours of labour, the project also 
required some technical expertise to use some 
of the old stone on site in the construction. 

As with Snow Island, two new feature gateways 
were also developed to the informal semi-
natural greenspaces with site specific artwork, 
general information boards and a map board. 
Again, like the map board at Snow Island, this 
shows river corridor access routes between 
Colne Bridge and Milnsbridge in the Colne Valley 
and up to Armitage Bridge in the Holme Valley. 

John Smiths Stadium and Kilner Bank 

Work on the new steps at the John Smiths Stadium 

and Kilner Bank site with Cummins TT team below. 
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Birkby-Bradley Greenway Biodiversity Project 

This project had a different focus of enhanc-
ing biodiversity interest along the Birkby-
Bradley Greenway. A major active travel 
corridor along the valley, this route also 
forms part of the district habitat network.  

The aim was to significantly increase nesting 
and roosting provision for birds and bats in 
this network, especially where it crosses the 
river and canal corridor. Target species 
were Noctule, Soprano and Daubenton’s 
bats, along with house sparrow and starling. 
All species are a biodiversity priority, and 
the project will help halt and reverse their 
population declines. All boxes were made of 
woodcrete, which has a 25 year  guarantee, 
minimising the need for replacement.  

The project also included the planting of 
wildflower plugs along the greenway, both 
within adjacent grasslands and plantation 
woodland, where 500 native bluebell bulbs 
were planted. A range of understorey 
woodland shrubs were also planted, helping 
to create greater woodland diversity. 

Planting shrubs and woodland wildflowers 

Erecting bat and bird boxes 



Bottoms Mill 

The Statistics: What did it cost? Who was involved? 

NON-CASH AND CASH CONTRIBUTIONS 
  

John Smiths Stadium/Kilner Bank 
  

Value volunteer labour 137 hours @ £15/hour £2055 

Value volunteer project management 36 hours @ 
£31.33/hour 

£1128 

John Smiths Stadium staff support £250 

Total non-cash match funding for JSS/Kilner Bank £3433 

Contribution from Landfill Communities Fund £5000 

Total Project cost £8433 

  

Snow Island and Kingsbridge 
  

Value of volunteer labour 99 hours £1485 

Value of volunteer project management 50 hours £1567 

Kirklees Council staff contribution for base mapping/
GIS work 

£750 

Kirklees Council contribution (cash) £2000 

Total non-cash and cash match for Snow Island and 
Kingsbridge 

£5802 

Contribution from Landfill Communities Fund £13,516 

Total Project cost £19318 

  

Birkby-Bradley Greenway 
  

Value of volunteer labour 86 hours £1290 

Value of volunteer project management 33 hours £1034 

Total non-cash match for Birkby-Bradley Project £2324 

Contribution from Landfill Communities Fund £3490 

Total Project cost £5814 

  

Total contribution from Landfill Communities Fund 
(Cobbett Environmental) 

£22,006 

Total match funding £11,778 
  

Total Project Funding 
  

£33,784 

We are  grateful to all of those individuals who contributed their time to the project. In particular, we 

would  also  like  to  thank  Cummins Turbo  Technologies,  the  John  Smiths  Stadium, the  University  of 

Huddersfield, the Students Union (Huddersfield), Kirklees Council and the Newsome Ward councillors for 

their support and that of their staff. 
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The Greenstreams Project is managed by Environmental 

Kirklees Ltd. a registered Environmental Body under the 

Landfill Tax Regulations enrolment No. 761034. , A not-

for-company limited by guarantee registered in England 

(reg. no 3367452). 

Environment Kirklees Ltd.  

7 Lion Chambers,  

John William Street, 

Huddersfield, HD1 1ES  

Tel. 01484 42880 

Email: office@environmentkirklees.org.uk 

Gateway to the John Smiths Stadium 


