The 3 Valleys
Nature Park

Tackling disadvantage and inequality
The communities along the 3 Valleys have their own distinct
identities. Their future well-being and prosperity is intertwined
and will be enhanced by working collaboratively.
We aim to develop an environment geared to fostering health
and well being for people & wildlife, thus helping to prevent and
reduce the impacts of physical and mental health issues.
By definition, those who have
the least have the most to gain:
whether that be improved health
through reduced air pollution,
opportunity to be inspired, or,
better employment prospects.
No community will reach its full
potential without improved access
to “natural capital” and this will be a
fundamental principle in developing
the 3 Valleys Nature Park.

Learn more about your area

Folly Dolly Falls

Things you might do in the park...
- take a road-free cycle trip from Dewsbury for a
coffee at Tunnel End Heritage Centre and get the
train back from Marsden.
- take a bag to pick your own apples and fruit
growing in the community orchards along the
greenways.
- use the off-road network to take the children to
the outdoor learning nature area by the river.

Getting involved
Much is already happening across the district, often at small
scale and in a fragmented way. A strategic vision will bind
these efforts, helping us meet the challenges at a landscape
scale with local knowledge and input. We are looking for
organisations and individuals to help deliver the 3VNP vision.
We are seeking:
1. commitments from public, private and voluntary sector
organisations to join as part of a consortium or as patrons.

- have a stress free start and finish to the day by
travelling to work through the park.
- have a family picnic by the water without the
need to drive anywhere.
- try a water-based outdoor activity such as
kayaking or paddleboarding on the local waterway.
- stroll along the historic Huddersfield Broad Canal
and visit the iconic ‘Loco’ Bridge set within the
dramatic 19th Century industrial landscape.

2. to establish partnership agreements between the
consortium members.

A blueprint for greener, healthier and
more prosperous communities in Kirklees
Why a 3 Valleys Nature Park?
The valleys of the rivers Holme, Colne and Calder in
Kirklees, with the backdrop of the Pennine Moors, will
form the backbone of the proposed 3 Valleys Nature Park
(3VNP). Those same rivers and adjacent canals powered
the Industrial Revolution, but sadly, their true natural value
as health-sustaining resources, was damaged in the process.
Now, more than ever, we are beginning to recognise
the immense value of this environment, and that the
restoration of our waterways and natural heritage is
fundamental to the future health and wellbeing of our
communities and economy.
The development of the 3 Valleys Nature Park provides
a focus to use these assets in a way which can both inspire
and benefit local communities.

How will the park benefit communities?
• For residents: a more comprehensive network of
connected, freely accessible, safe and attractive green spaces
for walking, cycling and recreation, with a connection to the
natural environment that boosts their mental health and
physical well-being.

4. to present a vision to inspire local communities and to
raise awareness of the benefits of the Park and gain
wider support.
5. to prepare a broad-based plan as an aid to fund-raising.
Loco Bridge on the Broad Canal in Huddersfield:
a Scheduled Ancient Monument. Photo: Canal & Rivers Trust

The 3VNP concept is being developed by following organisations:
Calder & Colne Rivers Trust
Canal & Rivers Trust
Dewsbury Partnership
Environment Agency
Environment Kirklees Ltd
(Greenstreams Project)

Grow to School CIC
Huddersfield Civic Society
Kirklees Council
Kirklees Youth Alliance
Mirfield in Bloom
River Holme Connections

Read it if you wish to help bring about change
to improve peoples’ lives: to work collectively
in a way that benefits our environment,
supports the local economy and provides a
vision that captures the public imagination.

The aim is for the park to benefit all those living, learning and working along the valleys and surrounding areas,
and to help transform their lives for the better.

3. to undertake a demonstration pilot project, ‘testing’ how
the differing themes, elements and people can be brought
together to realise the vision.

For more information or to discuss your involvement
please contact: Mobile: Jeff Keenlyside 07484 717957.
Email: office@environmentkirklees.org

This newsletter illustrates how we can use
our natural environment to help bring about
the monumental changes we need to make
in society. Not just in terms of a climate and
ecological crisis, but also in the light of the
inequalities across communities, vividly
brought into the spotlight during 2020.

Sustrans
University of Huddersfield
Yorkshire Wildlife Trust
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• For younger generations: including those from
disadvantaged communities, there will be a greater range
of opportunities for outdoor recreation and activities to
stimulate their interest and involvement.
• For schools, colleges and the University: opportunities
for improved learning - particularly outdoors - will allow
pupils and students to collaborate in projects that improve
the local environment and participate in creative activities
that benefit communities.
• For volunteers: more opportunities, to show how small,
individual efforts with a shared vision can translate into big
changes, empowerment and hope for the future.

• For wildlife: a restored and re-connected habitat network
is a proven route to the recovery of species’ populations.
• For people and wildlife: Climate Change resilience. Carbon
is stored and sequestrated, water is managed to reduce
drought and flooding, natural vegetation cleans our air and
water and provides materials to sustain economic activity.
• For business and commerce:
the green network will play a
key role enhancing accessibility
through cycling and walking,
reducing congestion, pollution,
and promoting healthy living.
Already stewardship projects
are helping to create a resilient
and more attractive working and
living environment for people.
There will also be opportunities
for the sector to respond to
the demands of the climate
crisis through decarbonisation
and a transition to renewable
energy. Finally, the Park offers
the opportunity to provide CSR
activities that directly connect to
local communities.

Improving access
to our waterways

Removing invasive
weeds to restore
native wildlife. Photo:
River Holme Connections

3 Valleys Nature Park:

our ambition to create a linear park within Kirklees
Key
Areas shown offer opportunities for development of park
Existing network of Greenstreams
‘Destination Sites’ (Colne Valley sites only)
Proposed ‘Nature’s Highway’ major wildlife
corridor
Proposed ‘People’s Highway’ spinal off-road
access network
Proposed ‘Natural Heritage Target Areas’

What will the park look like?
Although the geographical focus
will be along the valleys there will
be scope to add to the park’s
value, beyond that area. For
example on old railway lines and
connecting routes into additional
greenspaces and local communities.
The emphasis is on a network of
sites and routes connected by a
distinctive ‘park’ branding.

Working Wetlands: developing
the network of wetlands along the
Calder Valley to provide for wetland
wildlife and help prevent flooding.

Brighouse

Dewsbury

Photo: Ron Egon

Destination Sites: developing
20 sites along the valleys where
local communities can easily
access and enjoy the waterways
and local environments.

Cooper
Bridge

Mirfield

Core walking and cycle routes
Rail network and stations
Wildlife Habitat Network and
Local Wildlife Sites

Industrial Nature: restoring the many
opportunities for wildlife around the built
industrial heritage of the canal network
and other features of visitor interest.

Huddersfield
Milnsbridge

Photo: Greg Spencer

Yesterday’s Meadows: restoring
and recreating a network of
wildflower meadows where bees
and other insects thrive and the
grasslands inspire visitors.

Nature’s Highway: improving
wildlife corridors along the river
valleys to make wildlife more resilient.

Slaithwaite

Outdoor Adventure Sites:
developing areas where outdoor
activities and adventures, especially
for younger generations, can be
enjoyed in an informal setting.

Linthwaite

Kirkburton

Continues
to Marsden

People’s Highway: extending
the network of safe, attractive
recreational and/or utility routes
by creating multiple linear and
connecting routes appropriate for the
environment in which they lie. Routes
integrated with the rail network.

Honley

Connecting Communities: engaging with
local communities, especially through schools
and youth groups, to help them develop
their own destination and activity sites and
communicating information about the park.

Meltham
Improving health and well-being:
creating an environment which encourages
people to undertake outdoor activities
including active travel, which helps improve
personal health and well-being, reduces air
pollution and the consequential incidence
of more serious ailments.

Tackling the climate crisis and
resilience: developing opportunities for
renewable energy along with managing land to
conserve and enhance natural carbon stores,
reduce drought and flooding impacts and to
help cleanse our air and water, as a means of
raising income to manage the park.

Renewing the Old Growth:
establishing non-intervention areas
within ancient woodlands so they
develop old growth forest characteristics
and sequestrate and store carbon.
Photo: Ron Egon

Continues to
Holmfirth
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